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FSA State Director Message 
Virginia Rolling Out the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) and Pandemic Assistance 
Revenue Program (PARP) 

The Emergency Relief Program (ERP) covers losses to crops, trees, bushes, and vines due to 
a qualifying natural disaster event in calendar years 2020 and 2021. 

For impacted producers, FSA is administering emergency relief to other crops, high value, and 
specialty crop producers through the following two-phased process: 

• Phase 1 leverage existing Federal Crop Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP)data as the basis for calculating initial payments. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C77eb5b2175ae400a9e6908db21b371f3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638140826814237480%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8RLpLIfGMQI%2Fft1tQxUQIU52nUJkK7GGGMLrTvjnICg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fsite%2Fnational%2Fhome%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C77eb5b2175ae400a9e6908db21b371f3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638140826814237480%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9k00NNulTq%2ByDNnvsvNgcbk%2FXkpRGCZFl4iVBpffIgA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C77eb5b2175ae400a9e6908db21b371f3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638140826814237480%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FeBHRo2o9LOwXlctfWdd%2Fp5CTB94TK1cM5iBo2puIrk%3D&reserved=0


• Phase 2 intends to fill additional assistance gaps and cover eligible producers who did 
not participate in existing risk management programs. 

Agricultural producers can begin to apply for two new important programs for revenue losses, 
from 2020 and 2021 natural disasters or the COVID-19 pandemic. Both programs equitably fill 
gaps in earlier assistance. 

First, you may be eligible for assistance through the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase 
Two if you experienced revenue losses from eligible natural disasters in 2020 and 2021.  

You may be eligible for the Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) if you 
experienced revenue losses in calendar year 2020. PARP is addressing gaps in previous 
pandemic assistance, which was targeted at price loss or lack of market access, rather than 
overall revenue losses.    

Applications for both new programs are due June 2, 2023, and you can apply for 
both programs during your same appointment with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). 
 
Dr. Ronald M. Howell, Jr., State Executive Director 

 
NRCS State Conservationist’s Message 
People joke that, if my favorite word isn’t “partnerships,” it has to be “communication.”  I fully 
agree. Communication among USDA offices and agencies is perhaps the largest factor in 
ensuring effective customer service, program delivery, outreach, education and keeping our 
valuable partners and customers up to date with what we can do now and might be able to do 
in the future. 

We’re currently using several methods – this note among them – of communicating with the 
public, including making sure we’re present at events that promote NRCS outreach. Our 
offices are also active on social media, along with various online ag newsletters and print 
publications, all with the idea of getting our message in front of producers who may not be 
familiar with the wide variety of programs we offer today. Good communication is not only 
essential, it’s continual. 

I’ll close by adding that NRCS will soon be forming this year’s Local Working Groups (LWGs), 
perhaps the best outlet for producers who’d like direct communication with their local field 
office staffs with an eye on having an impact on our services and the way we deliver them. We 
hold these sessions every spring in collaboration with our local conservation partners (SWCDs 
and FSA) and find them extremely valuable. To learn more about LWGs and how to 
participate, contact an NRCS employee at your regional USDA service center. 

Dr. Edwin Martinez Martinez, NRCS Virginia State Conservationist 

 
Rolling Out Revenue Based Disaster and 
Pandemic Assistance Programs  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Femergency-relief%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C77eb5b2175ae400a9e6908db21b371f3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638140826814237480%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NFFukn87Qr0OoQDCGtR3wN3rnDN%2BE4%2BjDI3D6i8DUHY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus/pandemic-assistance/parp?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Beginning January 23, 2023, agricultural producers can begin to apply for two new important 
programs for revenue losses, from 2020 and 2021 natural disasters or the COVID-19 
pandemic. Both programs equitably fill gaps in earlier assistance.  

First, you may be eligible for assistance through the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase 
Two if you experienced revenue losses from eligible natural disasters in 2020 and 2021. 

You may also be eligible for the Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) if you 
experienced revenue losses in calendar year 2020. PARP is addressing gaps in previous 
pandemic assistance, which was targeted at price loss or lack of market access, rather than 
overall revenue losses.      

Applications for both new programs are due June 2, 2023, and you can apply for both 
programs during your same appointment with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA).  

Historically, FSA programs have been designed to make direct payments to producers based 
on a single disaster event or for a single commodity loss. For many of you, this may be the 
first revenue-based program that you’ve applied for with FSA.  

Why revenue-based programs?    

 ERP Phase Two and PARP take a much more holistic approach to disaster assistance, 
ensuring that producers not just make it through a single growing season but have the 
financial stability to invest in the long-term well-being of their operations and employees.  

In general, ERP Phase Two payments are based on the difference in allowable gross revenue 
between a benchmark year, representing a typical year of revenue for the producer and the 
disaster year – designed to target the remaining needs of producers impacted by qualifying 
natural disasters and avoid duplicative payments. ERP Phase Two revenue loss is based on 
tax years.    

For PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming during at least 
part of the 2020 calendar year and had a decrease in revenue for the 2020 calendar year, as 
compared to a typical year. PARP revenue loss is based on calendar years.  

How to Apply  

 In preparation for enrollment, producers should gather supporting documentation including:    

• Schedule F (Form 1040); and  
• Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2020, 

2021 and 2022 for ERP and for calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020 for PARP.    

Producers should also have, or be prepared to have, the following forms on file for both ERP 
and PARP program participation:    

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program participant);   
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;  
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and   

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Femergency-relief%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C77eb5b2175ae400a9e6908db21b371f3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638140826814237480%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NFFukn87Qr0OoQDCGtR3wN3rnDN%2BE4%2BjDI3D6i8DUHY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus/pandemic-assistance/parp-relief/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


• Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation 
(WC) Certification.    

• Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran 
Farmer or Rancher Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-hoc disaster 
programs provide increased benefits or reduced fees and premiums.  

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely 
have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm 
should contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center.    

Yes, FSA is stepping outside of the box.  

FSA is a big proponent of agricultural producers having a say in the design, implementation 
and delivery of the programs that directly impact their livelihoods. We also believe that some 
of the most creative and useful ideas for program and process improvements come from the 
FSA employees who administer this assistance through our network of more than 2,100 
county offices. We want to thank producers across the country, along with the entire FSA 
workforce, for not just thinking outside of the box but also providing their input to make sure 
that we can improve and enhance our programs and our approach to assistance to better and 
more efficiently serve all producers who need our help.    

Please visit your local USDA Service Center for more information on ERP Phase Two, PARP 
and our full portfolio of conservation, prices support, safety-net, credit and disaster assistance 
programs.   

 
USDA Announces General Conservation Reserve 
Program Signups for 2023 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that agricultural producers and private 
landowners can begin applying for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General signup 
starting February 27 through April 7, 2023. CRP is a cornerstone voluntary conservation 
program offered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and a key tool in the Biden-
Harris administration’s effort to address climate change and help agricultural communities 
invest in the long-term well-being of their land and natural resources.   

Producers and landowners enrolled more than 5 million acres into CRP through signups in 
2022, building on the acceptance of more than 3.1 million acres in the largest Grassland CRP 
signup in history. There are currently 23 million acres enrolled in CRP, with 1.9 million set to 
expire this year. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is aiming to reach the 27-million-acre 
cap statutorily set for fiscal year 2023.   

General CRP  

General CRP helps producers and landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving plant 
species, such as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality and 
enhance wildlife habitat on cropland. Additionally, General CRP includes a Climate-Smart 
Practice Incentive to help increase carbon sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by helping producers and landowners establish trees and permanent grasses, 
enhance wildlife habitat, and restore wetlands.   

https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnews-room%2Fnews-releases%2F2022%2Fusda-accepts-more-than-3-1-million-acres-in-grassland-crp-signup%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C77eb5b2175ae400a9e6908db21b371f3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638140826814237480%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sws%2FtW7SJP6u6Xj%2FDeZpi9ijzqTz6Y54Ty80ItUhR50%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnews-room%2Fnews-releases%2F2022%2Fusda-accepts-more-than-3-1-million-acres-in-grassland-crp-signup%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C77eb5b2175ae400a9e6908db21b371f3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638140826814237480%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sws%2FtW7SJP6u6Xj%2FDeZpi9ijzqTz6Y54Ty80ItUhR50%3D&reserved=0


Continuous CRP  

Under Continuous CRP, producers and landowners can enroll in CRP throughout the year. 
Offers are automatically accepted provided the producer and land meet the eligibility 
requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory cap. The Climate-Smart 
Practice Incentive is also available in the Continuous signup.   

FSA offers several additional enrollment opportunities within Continuous CRP, including the 
Clean Lakes Estuaries and Rivers Initiative (CLEAR30), the State Acres for Wildlife 
Enhancement (SAFE) Initiative, the Farmable Wetlands Program (FWP), and the 
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). The CLEAR30 Initiative, which was 
originally piloted in twelve states in the Great Lakes and Chesapeake Bay watershed, has 
been expanded nationwide, allowing producers and landowners to enroll in 30-year CRP 
contracts for water quality practices. Under this administration, FSA also moved SAFE 
practices back to the Continuous CRP signup, giving producers and landowners more 
opportunities to participate in the initiative. Through the FWP, producers and landowners can 
enroll land in CRP as part of their efforts to restore previously farmed wetlands and wetland 
buffers, to improve both vegetation and water flow.   

This administration has also made significant improvements to CREP, which leverages federal 
and non-federal funds to target specific State, regional or nationally significant conservation 
concerns. Specifically, USDA made significant improvements to CREP to reduce barriers and 
make the program more accessible to a broad range of producers and new types of partners. 

These updates included flexibility for partners to provide matching funds in the form of cash, 
in-kind contributions, or technical assistance, along with an investment in additional staff to 
work directly with partners. Through CREP, for the first time ever, three Tribal Nations are now 
partnering with USDA to help conserve, maintain, and improve grassland productivity, reduce 
soil erosion, and enhance wildlife habitat.   

Grassland CRP  

FSA will announce the dates for Grassland CRP signup in the coming weeks. Grassland CRP 
is a working lands program, helping landowners and operators protect grassland, including 
rangeland and pastureland and certain other lands, while maintaining the areas as working 
grazing lands. 

Protecting grasslands contributes positively to the economy of many regions, provides 
biodiversity of plant and animal populations, and provides important carbon sequestration 
benefits to deliver lasting climate outcomes.    

How to Sign Up  

Landowners and producers interested in CRP should contact their local USDA Service Center 
to learn more or to apply for the program before their deadlines.  

Producers with expiring CRP acres can use the Transition Incentives Program (TIP), which 
incentivizes producers who sell or enter a long-term lease with a beginning, veteran, or 
socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher who plans to sustainably farm or ranch the land.  

More Information  

https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation 
programs in the United States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion and 
potentially stabilize commodity prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The program 
has evolved over the years, providing many conservation and economic benefits.    

 
Farmers.gov Features Help You Manage Your 
USDA Business Online  
Farmers.gov provides a secure, single desktop- and mobile device-accessible authenticated 
portal for FSA, NRCS and RMA customer-facing features. As we’ve continued to add more 
content and capabilities, farmers.gov has quickly become the premier online hub for 
customers to find resources, submit applications and assistance requests, and make 
connections. 

The farmers.gov portal also enables you to: 

• View, upload, download, and e-sign documents. 
• Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application. 
• View and submit conservation requests. 
• View technical references and submit questions. 
• Access information on current and past conservation practices and plans. 
• Report practice completion and request practice certification. 
• View detailed information on all previous and ongoing contracts. 
• Have the authority as an FSA and/or NRCS customer to work in the portal and act on 

behalf of your active power-of-attorney entitlements and your current authorities for 
business entities. 

You’ll also receive an email letting you know that an NRCS document needs your signature, 
which you can quickly and easily sign online in the portal. These conservation features join 
several others already available through the farmers.gov portal, including the ability to view 
farm loan information and farm records. Capabilities include: 

• View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields, 
CRP acres, land ownership details, and much more; 

• View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or 
fertilizer providers, and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and 

• Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles. 

To access your information, you'll need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov. After 
obtaining an eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the site’s 
authenticated portal via the Sign In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website.  In addition to 
the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website also has ample 
information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm loans, disaster 
assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA updated the 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eauth.usda.gov%2Fhome%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C77eb5b2175ae400a9e6908db21b371f3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638140826814237480%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DMplRQzKG7zel4NHu1asf%2BHzRgJEpixzvcMAXCQPxbY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/sign-in?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


navigation and organization of the site as well as added some new webpages, including “Get 
Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more about these changes. 

 
Actively Engaged Provisions for Non-Family Joint 
Operations or Entities 
Many Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs require all program participants, either 
individuals or legal entities, to be “actively engaged in farming.” This means participants 
provide a significant contribution to the farming operation, whether it is capital, land, 
equipment, active personal labor and/or management. For entities, each partner, stockholder 
or member with an ownership interest, must contribute active personal labor and/or 
management to the operation on a regular basis that is identifiable and documentable as well 
as separate and distinct from contributions of any other member. Members of joint operations 
must have a share of the profits or losses from the farming operation commensurate with the 
member’s contributions to the operation and must make contributions to the farming operation 
that are at risk for a loss, with the level of risk being commensurate with the member’s claimed 
share on the farming operation. 

Joint operations comprised of non-family members or partners, stockholders or persons with 
an ownership in the farming operation must meet additional payment eligibility provisions. 
Joint operations comprised of family members are exempt from these additional requirements. 
For 2016 and subsequent crop years, non-family joint operations can have one member that 
may use a significant contribution of active personal management exclusively to meet the 
requirements to be determined “actively engaged in farming.” The person or member will be 
defined as the farm manager for the purposes of administering these management 
provisions.  

Non-family joint operations may request to add up to two additional managers for their farming 
operation based on the size and/or complexity of the operation. If additional farm managers 
are requested and approved, all members who contribute management are required to 
complete form CCC-902MR, Management Activity Record. The farm manager should use the 
form to record management activities including capital, labor and agronomics, which includes 
crop selection, planting decisions, acquisition of inputs, crop management and marketing 
decisions. One form should be used for each month and the farm manager should enter the 
number of hours of time spent for each activity under the date of the month the actions were 
completed. The farm manager must also document if each management activity was 
completed on the farm or remotely.  

The records and supporting business documentation must be maintained and timely made 
available for review by the appropriate FSA reviewing authority, if requested. 

If the farm manager fails to meet these requirements, their contribution of active personal 
management to the farming operation for payment eligibility purposes will be disregarded and 
their payment eligibility status will be re-determined for the applicable program year. 

In some instances, additional persons or members of a non-family member joint operation 
who meet the definition of farm manager may also be allowed to use such a contribution of 
active personal management to meet the eligibility requirements. However, under no 

https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/get-involved?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/get-involved?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/common-forms?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/translations?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/blog/ag-business/streamlining-how-you-find-information-farmersgov?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


circumstances may the number of farm managers in a non-family joint operation exceed a 
total of three in any given crop and program year. 

 
Environmental Review Required Before Project 
Implementation  
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all 
potential environmental impacts for federally funded projects before the project is approved. 

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed 
before actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs 
include, but are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage 
Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA 
has completed an environmental review, the request will be denied. Although there are 
exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies, it’s important to wait until you receive 
written approval of your project proposal before starting any actions. 

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact your 
local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of environmental 
review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely. 

 
Unauthorized Disposition of Grain Results in 
Financial Penalties  
If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal 
without prior written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized 
disposition. The financial penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and your name 
will be placed on a loan violation list for a two-year period. Always call before you haul any 
grain under loan. 

 
Ask the Expert: A Q&A on Farm Storage Facility 
Loans 
In this Ask the Expert, Toni Williams answers questions about how Farm Storage Facility 
Loans (FSFLs) provide low-interest financing to help producers build or upgrade commodity 
storage facilities. Toni is the Agricultural Program Manager for FSFLs at the Farm Service 
Agency (FSA). 

Toni has worked for FSA for more than 32 years and is responsible for providing national 
policy and guidance for Farm Storage Facility Loans. 

What are Farm Storage Facility Loans? 

Farm Storage Facility Loans provide low-interest financing for eligible producers to build or 
upgrade facilities to store commodities. 



The FSFL program was created in May 2000 to address an existing grain shortage. 
Historically, FSFLs benefitted grain farmers, but a change in the 2008 Farm Bill extended the 
program to fruit and vegetable producers for cold storage. An additional change extended the 
program to washing and packing sheds, where fresh produce is washed, sorted, graded, 
labeled, boxed up, and stored before it heads to market. Since May 2000, FSA has made 
more than 40,000 loans for on-farm storage. 

Eligible facility types include grain bins, hay barns, bulk tanks, and facilities for cold storage. 
Drying and handling and storage equipment including storage and handling trucks are also 
eligible. Eligible facilities and equipment may be new or used, permanently affixed or portable. 
 
To read the full blog visit sfarmers.gov/blog/ask-the-expert-qa-on-farm-storage-facility-loans-
with-toni-william. 

 
Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage  
If you’re enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
programs, you must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and 
water erosion and noxious weeds. By signing ARC county or individual contracts and PLC 
contracts, you agree to effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound 
agricultural practices. If you fail to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem 
on your farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to terminate 
your contract for the program year.  

 
USDA Develops Simplified Direct Loan Application 
to Improve Customer Service 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has developed a simplified direct loan application 
to provide improved customer experience for producers applying for loans from the Farm 
Service Agency (FSA). The simplified direct loan application enables producers to complete a 
more streamlined application, reduced from 29 to 13 pages. Producers will also have the 
option to complete an electronic fillable form or prepare a traditional, paper application for 
submission to their local FSA farm loan office. The paper and electronic versions of the form 
will be available starting March 1, 2023.  

Approximately 26,000 producers submit a direct loan application to the FSA annually, but 
there is a high rate of incomplete or withdrawn applications, due in part to a challenging and 
lengthy paper-based application process. Coupled with the Loan Assistance Tool released in 
October 2022, the simplified application will provide all loan applicants access to information 
regarding the application process and assist them with gathering the correct documents 
before they begin the process. This new application will help farmers and ranchers submit 
complete loan applications and reduce the number of incomplete, rejected, or withdrawn 
applications.   

In October 2022, USDA launched the Loan Assistance Tool, an online step-by-step guide that 
provides materials to help an applicant prepare their farm loan application in one tool. Farmers 
can access the Loan Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-tool and 
clicking the ‘Get Started’ button. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, 
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Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser. A version compatible with mobile devices is expected to 
be available by the summer. It does not work in Internet Explorer.    

The simplified direct loan application and Loan Assistance Tool are the first of multiple farm 
loan process improvements that will be available to USDA customers on farmers.gov in the 
future. Other improvements that are anticipated to launch in 2023 include:   

• An interactive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and 
electronic signature option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents such 
as tax returns.   

• An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity of 
calling, mailing, or visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment.    

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain 
sufficient commercial credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans. With the funds and 
direction Congress provided in Section 22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act, USDA took action 
in October 2022 to provide relief to qualifying distressed borrowers while working on making 
transformational changes to loan servicing so that borrowers are provided the flexibility and 
opportunities needed to address the inherent risks and unpredictability associated with 
agricultural operations.   

Soon, all direct loan borrowers will receive a letter from USDA describing the circumstances 
under which additional payments will be made to distressed borrowers and how they can work 
with their FSA local office to discuss these options. Producers can explore all available 
options on all FSA loan options at fsa.usda.gov or by contacting their local USDA Service 
Center.  

 
USDA Provides Payments of Nearly $800 Million in 
Assistance to Help Keep Farmers Farming 
USDA announced that distressed borrowers with qualifying USDA farm loans have already 
received nearly $800 million in assistance, as part of the $3.1 billion in assistance for 
distressed farm loan borrowers provided through Section 22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act 
(IRA). The IRA directed USDA to expedite assistance to distressed borrowers of direct or 
guaranteed loans administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) whose operations 
face financial risk. 

This recent announcement in October 2022 kicks off a process to provide assistance to 
distressed farm loan borrowers using several complementary approaches, with the goal of 
keeping them farming, removing obstacles that currently prevent many of these borrowers 
from returning to farming, and improving the way that USDA approaches borrowing and 
servicing. Through this assistance, USDA is focused on generating long-term stability and 
success for distressed borrowers. 

Work has already started to bring some relief to distressed farmers. As of Oct. 2022, over 
13,000 borrowers have already benefited from the resources provided under the Inflation 
Reduction Act as follows: 
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• Approximately 11,000 delinquent direct and guaranteed borrowers had their accounts 
brought current. USDA also paid the next scheduled annual installment for these 
direct loan borrowers giving them peace of mind in the near term. 

• Approximately 2,100 borrowers who had their farms foreclosed on and still had 
remaining debt have had this debt resolved in order to cease debt collections and 
garnishment relieving that burden that has made getting a fresh start more difficult. 

In addition to the automatic assistance already provided, USDA has also outlined steps to 
administer up to an additional $500 million in payments to benefit the following distressed 
borrowers: 

• USDA will administer $66 million in separate automatic payments, using COVID-19 
pandemic relief funds, to support up to 7,000 direct loan borrowers who used FSA’s 
disaster-set-aside option during the pandemic to move their scheduled payments to 
the end of their loans. 

• USDA is also initiating two case-by-case processes to provide additional assistance to 
farm loan borrowers. Under the first new process, FSA will review and assist with 
delinquencies from 1,600 complex cases, including cases in which borrowers are 
facing bankruptcy or foreclosure. The second new process will add a new option using 
existing direct loan servicing criteria to intervene more quickly and help an estimated 
14,000 financially distressed borrowers who request assistance to avoid even 
becoming delinquent. 

More details on each of the categories of assistance, including a downloadable fact sheet, are 
available on the Inflation Reduction Act webpage on farmers.gov. 

Similar to other USDA assistance, all of these payments will be reported as income and 
borrowers are encouraged to consult their tax advisors. USDA also has resources and 
partnerships with cooperators who can provide additional assistance and help borrowers 
navigate the process. 

The announcement today is only the first step in USDA’s efforts to provide assistance to 
distressed farm loan borrowers and respond to farmers and to improve the loan servicing 
efforts at USDA by adding more tools and relaxing unnecessary restrictions. Additional 
announcements and investments in assistance will be made as USDA institutes these 
additional changes and improvements. 

This effort will ultimately also include adding more tools and relaxing unnecessary restrictions 
through assistance made possible by Congress through the IRA. Further assistance and 
changes to the approach will be made in subsequent phases.  

Background 

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain 
sufficient commercial credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans, which do not include 
farm storage facility loans or marketing assistance loans.  With the funds and direction 
Congress provided in Section 22006 of IRA, USDA is taking action to immediately provide 
relief to qualifying distressed borrowers whose operations are at financial risk while working 
on making transformational changes to how USDA goes about loan servicing in the long run 
so that borrowers are provided the flexibility and opportunities needed to address the inherent 
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risks and unpredictability associated with agricultural operations and remain in good financial 
standing. 

In January 2021, USDA suspended foreclosures and other adverse actions on direct farm 
loans due to the pandemic and encouraged guaranteed lenders to follow suit. Last week, 
USDA reiterated this request to guaranteed lenders to provide time for the full set of IRA 
distressed borrower assistance to be made available before lenders take irreparable actions. 

Producers can explore available loan options using the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on 
farmers.gov (also available in Spanish) or by contacting their local USDA Service Center. 
Producers can also call the FSA call center at 877-508-8364 between 8 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Eastern. USDA has tax-related resources available at farmers.gov/taxes. 

 
Study Reconfirms Effectiveness of Cover 
Cropping, No-Till 
Cover cropping and no-till cultivation, two practices long endorsed by the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, received another recent scientific endorsement when the USDA 
teamed with the University of Illinois and the Meridian Institute to research crop losses in six 
Midwestern states as the result of an extremely rainy spring in 2019.  In that year, farmers in 
the study states – Minnesota, South Dakota, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana and Iowa – left 14.2 
million acres unplanted and filed more than $4 billion of “prevent-plant” crop insurance claims. 

The study determined that farmers using both cover crops and no-till were 24 percent less 
likely than their neighbors to have made “prevent plant” claims, which are filed when weather 
conditions prevent planting of any kind. In addition, the study’s authors noted that numerous 
growers used cover crops and no-till only on their least productive parcels, which suggests 
that conservation practices can reduce crop insurance claims despite their disproportionate 
use on marginal land. 

The biggest advantage enjoyed by cover croppers and no-tillers appeared to come after the 
rains ended, when fields that had been cover cropped and had not been tilled were ready for 
planting more quickly than fields that hadn’t been prepped in the same ways. In addition to 
filing more crop insurance claims, farmers not using these practices reported lower yields 
related to shorter growing seasons. 

You can read more details on the study here. 

Virginia farmers are well aware of the benefits of no-till and cover cropping for enhancing soil 
resilience against climate and moisture extremes.  According to a 2019 study published by the 
Soil Health Institute, Virginia has one of the highest rates of adoption of no-till and cover 
cropping in the nation when compared to other states (click here for details).  This is a 
reminder that, while many parts of the country are still discovering the benefits of these 
practices,  Virginia farmers and conservationists have been leaders in this area for decades. 

 
Selected Interest Rates for March 
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90-Day Treasury Bill 4.625% 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 4.750% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 4.875% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 1.500% 

Emergency Loans 3.750% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans -  (7 years) 3.750% 

Commodity Loans 1996-Present 5.750% 

 
 

 

 
Virginia FSA State Office 

1606 Santa Rosa Road, Suite 138 
Richmond, VA  23229 

Phone: 804-287-1503 Fax: 855 -621-5866 
 

Office Hours 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Dr. Ronald M. Howell, Jr. 
State Executive Director 

Sherina Logan 
Administrative Officer 

TBA (To Be Announced) 
Acting, Chief Farm Loan Programs 

H.L. Kellam 
Rodney Young 
Chief Farm Programs 

Diane Lenoir-Giles 
Public Relations/Outreach Specialist   
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